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Dear Friends of History: 


Congratulations, best wishes, and good luck to our newly elected 
directors. They face many significant issues in the year ahead 
to continue the work of the Society and promoting the Museum. 
With your help they cannot fail. 


By the time you read this we should have our barrier free work 

done which will mean the main floor of the Museum is now accessible 
for everyone. Please survey your contacts and encourage those 

who may not have been able to visit us before to do so now. 


Other repairs have also been made and the exterior of the building 
should be in fine shape for the winter ahead. Much of the original 
brick work has remained in very good condition considering the age 
of the building. The problem of the front steps continues to 
plaque us as we have found no reasonable solution to the constant 
maintenance they now require. Restorations is estimated to cost 
$20,000.00 which we do not think is a wise use of our resources 

at this time. We shall seek added imput from those involved in 
such matters. 


How much fun it is to get calls from cut of town and people who 
will not even attempt to pronounce the name of our community.... 
they fumble around and you then give it to them and follow up with 
an explanation as to the origin. It is a never ending job to push 
back the bounds of human ignorance and we are so very fortunate to 
be in this world center of knowledge and learning. 


Thanks to the many members who have given rave reviews to our 

1992 calendar. It presents the work of the Society very nicely 
and is the best for many miles around. Get your order in early 
and impress your friends and neighbors with your shopping expertise. 


Peter B. Fletcher 
President 


ANNUAL REPORT YPSILANTI HISTORIAN 
1990-19974 


As another year passes, your historian reports, with some degree of satis- 
faction, in the work that was done. There have been numerous requests 
either written, or in person, from all over the country and we feel that 
most of them were answered with the information desired. During the summer 
months, researchers gear trips specifically to trace an ancestor back to a 
beginning in this country. This’ summer, a couple from Texas, on such a 
trip, not only found the information they wanted, but found that their 
ancestor's tomb stone in Highland Cemetery had been destroyed. They made 
arrangements to have a new one installed. Interestingly enough, the in- 
scription on the tombstone is found in Colburn's History of Ypsilanti, in 
an article about St. Luke's Episcopal Church for the man was custodian 
there. The inscription was "I would rather be a Doorkeeper in the House 
of God, than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness". 


Upon their return home, our patrons often send us a copy of their research 
for our files and we welcome all such additions. 


Now to mention a few examples of the work we do: 


One of our patrons is researching the men who served in the 17th Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, in the Civil War. One regiment was formed here in 
Ypsilanti with many members from the Normal College. 


Two High School students, one an exchange student from Germany, did a remark- 
able amount of research on the Underground Railroad, prepared an exibit and 
loaned it to us for a period. We are hoping that more high school students 
will avail themselves of our resources. College students from the architec- 
ture classes are frequent users, especially as the time for term papers 

draws near. We welcome them and hope to add more material to help in their 
reseach. Sometimes special hours are arranged to fit their schedules. 


Elijah McCoy continues to be a popular subject, especially during Black 
History month, A woman from the Toledo area who is assisting with a magazine 
article about him spent several hours here in February. An interesting 

bit of information about her is that she produces and sells a spicy fruit 
Tea which is called "Whisper of Taj". We are going to sample it this 
afternoon. : 


Another woman has been researching the derivation of the road names in 
Superior Township and has found many family connections. This work will 
be similar to the booklet we have on the Ypsilanti street names. 


A young man from Oregon called three times before coming for information 
about the Kittredge family, then called again when he returned home to 
express his gratitude for the help he received while here. 


The Pioneer Cemetery on Packard Road is a subject that someone hears 


about andwants-information. This past year a writer from the Ann Arbor 
Neus did a study of it but no article has been written. 


Doris Milliman we 


Ypsilanti Historian's Report continued: 


A person in Western Michigan is trying to find some thing about The Orphan 
Train that went through Michigan and let off poor children from New York 
City. An ancestor of her husband was one of those children. 


It seems that certain topics appear annually for someone to research. Some 
of these include: Depot Town, Willow Run, Black History, Elijah McCoy, 
Preston Tucker and The Railroad, to name a few. 


A big plus for cur department this year was being mentioned in the Geneal- 
Olical Helper and the Antique Weekly. We also work in close contact with 
the Washtenaw County Genealogy Society. : 


We receive many, many requests for information about houses in the city and 
here is one place you can be of assistance. Will you please write something 
about your house-when it was built, any history you can find, pictures 

etc. Be sure to label the pictures. 


We would also welcome any family histories you have or can write, if you 
will allow us to copy them. You are part of the local history and we need 
your input. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Doris Milliman 
City Historian 


ANNUAL REPORT 
Administration Committee 1990-1991 


The Administration Committee is in charge of the day to day activites 
in the Museum, makes plans for group visits, a Craft Show, etc. The 
committee meets once a month and works in cooperation with the 
Historical Society Board. 


A list of our projects includes the following: 


Provided Guides for Tour Groups which included many Senior 
Citizens Organization, School Classes, and others. 


Worked closely with both the Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor 
Visitors and Convention Bureau, both of which asked 
to tour our Museum. 


Added more open hours and more guides for the Festival 


of Lights and for The Heritage Festival. These events 


bring many out of Town visitors. 


Helped with Mayor's Exchange Day when a reception was 
held at the Museum. 


Planned a Valentine Party for Miss Ellen Gould whose 
many old Valentines were on display. 


Entertained Dimitri Ypsilanti, a descendant of Demetrius 
Ypsilanti, who was very pleased to learn more about his 
ancestor. All other plans for one morning were cancelled 
so he could spend more time here. 


Decorated the Museum for Christmas and arranged the Open 
House. 


Made arrangements for the Docents! Appreciation Day in 
June when we had a speaker and served a luncheon. 


Had a Craft. Show in October and are planning another 
for October 5, 1991. Please note this and come to see 
the many Craft People at work. 


Now, Some of the changes we have made in the Museum: 


Furniture in the White Room and in the Parlor has 

been repaired and recovered. 

Clothing has been organized, cleaned and stored in 

a newly renovated room. 

New Curtains have been hung in the White Room and 

in the Parlor. 

Oral History of some of our residents has been done. 

The Gift Shop has been well managed. 

Floral arrangements have been added in several rooms. 

The Indian Arrowhead Exhibit is in the process of being 

cleaned, labeled and made more presentable. 
Other activities include visits from the Wayne and Milan Historical 
Societies. This committee visited the Belleville and the Wayne 
Museums during the year. 
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Lambie Diary - 1896 

January ' 

1. Ten above zero while we wished each other a good new year. Mr & 
Mrs. Fletcher and family, Ann, Mary, Wife and I. Mr & Mrs Scotney and 
FRank had a grand dinner and a very pleasant meeting at the home of 

Son Robert and his good wife. Brother Robert called. 

2. 30 sbove zero-Robert helped 8. Voorhees to saw wood-him and Ann 

and Mary came at night. 

3. 14 above zero-but the wind chilly. 

&. Very cold & below zero-Robert got the taxes paid at last. 

5. Sabbath-5-7 below zero-Belle brot Mary back -Frank walked over to see 
us. 

6. 12 above zero-but cold and sotrmy all day. 

7. Frank brot a load of ald rails for to keep us warm/ Robert brot a 
load of stalks, Mary walked to Azros. 

8. 16 above zero. Belle came in her cutter-her Mother went to Town and 
home with her-Mary brot her MOther home in the surry-Frank said he was 
going to Ann aRbor and the Insurance meeting. 

9. 30 above zero. Robert sold some stack-Frank came-cloudy day. 

10. Mild -Wife not very well-Sawed some wood that Frank brot.wrote some 
and read about Carlyle. President Cleveland seems to be runing this 
great country into debt and war-I think he could not do worse. I wish 
all those who want war were in the front of the first battle. 

11. Thaw-Mary and I wnet in the surry to Mrs Fletchers -pleasant. 

12. Sabbath-Mary and I went to Church-Mr Putnam peached-cold bleak blasts- 
would have been more comfortable at home. 

13. John Campbell came-Belle came and Mary went home with her-more snow. 
14. Sawed wood in the sunshine-Frank brot papers-Willie Fletcher came at 
night. 

15. 6 above zero, Mary walked to Mrs Fletchers-Borther Robert came and 
brot the Evangelist told of Mrs Rorisans death, and Miss Heart's wedding. 
16. 10 above zero-Wee Williams Birthday-Robert and his family came up 
after dark and sung for us. 

17. 20 above zero, cloudy morning-Mary wnet in the Surry to Bells and 
her and Belle went to Town. Brother Robert gave us a pleasant call, mild 
the eves drooping. 

18. Rain and Snow-sawed wood to keep us warm over Sabbath. 

19. Belle and Mary walked to Church-slippy---Frank came. 

20. Was not very well-Mrs Fletcher, Harris and Robert came in the morning- 
Mary took them home at night. 

21. Sunshine till noon the clouds-Frank came-sawed wood. 

22. More frost, Robert came for his girls after dark last night. 

23. A freezing rain, dark, damp and slippy - wearing for sunshine-Mary 
walked to Robert. 

24. Rain and snow in the morning-Brother Robert came in the rain & brot 
uS papers-Robert did errands for his Mother-Willie Fletcher came Mrs. 
Fletcher called on her way to Roberts. 

25.Burn's Anniversary-Belle came her and Mary wnet to Town then Mary went 
home with Willie-Mild and muddy. 

26. Wife and I stayed at home-Belle, fRank,Azro and Willie came-Mary 
went with Azra and Willie. 

27. Sunnie morning-Robert sold 50 bushels of corn-Brother Robert came 

in ta see us.Mary walked home. 

28. 20 above zero-Wife drove to belles and Belle came back with her and ~ 
Mary wnt back with Bell-Robert and Fox drew corn to husk in the barn. 
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Lambie Diary-1896 

January 
29. Wife and Mary and I went to the FARmers Institute in Clearys College. 
Called at Brother Roberts then went to son Roberts for dinner. 

30. Went to son Roberts for dinner where we lived so long. Mrs. Fletcher 
and her two boys came and Mary went home with them. 

31. Thaw and damp. 

February 

1. Robert brot us a gallon of sirup for 13 cents. Sawed wood-Mary and Harris 
came. 

2. Wife had a sick headack, she rested at home. Mary walked to Church. 
Azro and family called and son Frank. 

3. Snow showers, walnut flowers blooming and fragrant in the window. 

Mr. Pate sent a Straven Almanac from the Brown Castle. 

4&4. More snow-Mary went to Town with Frank and walked home in the snow. 

5. Wife and I went to Town, eggs down to 12 cents.Called on Brother Robert 
and then went to son Robers, him and Fox husking in the barn. 

6. Belle took Roberts girls to school and called on her return. Mary walked 
home from Azros-cold blasts-Frank called. 

7. Robert and Fox husking in the barn-Mary walked to Roberts-Frank came. 
8. Wife, Mary and I went in the Surry to Mrs. Fletchers and enjoyed 

a happy visit. 

9. Mary and Belle walked to Church-Wife and I rested at home. 

10. Wife walked to Roberts-Brother Robert and I had a pleasant drive to 
Franks farm. 

11. Cold bleak blasts all night-some ice in the house. Robert Campbell 

came in the cold blasts to arange about the Burns celebration. 

12. Ten above zero-Mary walked to Belles-calm and cloudy. 

13. Snow storm about all day-Shoveled a road to the barn 3 times-Robert 
brot Mary home. 

14. Sunshine after the storms-Robert and family went to Town and took el) 
Mary to Azros. 

15. Mild morning-thaw-Robert and Fox husking-colder at night. Mary did 

not come. 

16. Mary walked home at noon. 6 above zero-rested at home-Frank and Robert 
called-wearying for spring. 

17. 6 below zero-hear some places 10 or 12. REad in the Scotch paper that 
Mr. Allison snet 50 pairs of blankets from Australia to Straven poor people. 
18. Mary walked to Town in the snow. Frank came-sawed wood to keep us warm. 
19. Cold blustering day. Mary went with Robert.Azro came for Mary and said 
Harris was sick and it was going to be a zero night. 

20. 2 Or 3 below zero- Rexfords men brot a load of coal-the house flowers 
were hurt the worst of any night this winter. 

21. Frank and Robert, Mr & Mrs Scotney went and heard the Bag Pipers and 
songs and speeches in honor of Robert Burns. 

22. Washington's Birthday-received a paper and a book about Tarten from 

my far away Straven friend in Australia Mr. James Allison. 

23. Mary walked to Church with Mrs Fletcher and then went home. 

24. MIld like spring-Wife, Mary and I drove to Mrs.Fletchers and made 

each other glad. 

25. Clear morning-cloudy afternoon, sawed wood in the sunshine.Wife went 
down with Robert. 

26. Belle came and Mary and her went to Town-Then Belle, Wife and I went 

to Belles for dinner-like a spring day. I came you have called me, I came 
over the mountins with light and sand. 
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Lambie Diary - 1896 

February 

27. Fise morning-Wife took Mary to Mrs. Fletchers-Belle geting a dinner 
for the Grangers-Wife and I went to Roberts and he had 3 men helping to 
get in last years corn. 

28. Mrs. Feltcher, Harris & Robert came-Wife and I went to the Church 
meeting. 

29. Frost-some sunshine-Robert got in nearly all his corn stalks. 

March 

1. Wife, Mary and I went to Church-Sacrament-Mr. Austin minister. 

3 fidles helping the singers-rough roads and cold blasts. 

2. Belle came and Mary wnet home with her-Frank and Robert went to 

Cadies sale-bleak blasts. 

3. Sunshine, Clare came and drove up to Belis for Mary and got back at 
suppertime. 

&. Cold breeze and sunshine-Wife walked to Roberts. Robert drew up fallen 
wood in fornoon, his man Will Mure sawed it and I split and put it in the 
wood shed. 

5. Wife and Belle went to Town-Roberts amn sawed stove wood-I split it and 
put it in the wood house-Went with Mary to Mrs. Fletchers at night. 

6. Rain in the night-Slippery walking.Dark & Damp, trees look as if silver 
plated. Mary walked home from Azros. 

7. More snow-Cold blustry-Frank and Robert came-Sent a letter to Mr. Alliso: 
8. Wife , Mary and I went to Church. Mr. Sutherland from Philadelphis 
preached -had a scotch accent-Cold blasts. 

9. John Campbell brot 2 bags of clover seed, walkedto Roberts. Frank 
came, Robert sung for us after dark. 

10. Two or 3 inches of snow in the night-Brother Robert called and brot 
papers. FRank went to Augusta for a man & wife to help work his farm. 

11. Roberts birthday-Wife, Mary and I, Mrs. Fletcher, Harris and Robert 
had a good dinner and pleasant gathering with Robert and Hattie in their 
home that was ours in young life. Frank and Belle went to Mary Benetts 
funeral. 

12. Cold zero morning, 4 above after sunrise when I went out to feed the 
horse, Belle came, Mary went to Town with her. 

13. 5 above zero after breakfast-Wife and I had dinner Mrs Fletchers-sun- 
shine and snow showers. 

14. Belle came, Wife and Mary went to Town-Mary went back with Belle. 

15. Wife, Mary and I went to church, Mr Sutherland preached. 

16. Wife and I went to Ben Voohees-Mrs. Voorhees has her leg broke the 
secand time-mild and sunshine-Wife and Mary went to Mrs Fietchers. 

17. St.Patricks Day-Mother died 4 years ago. Robert, Hattie and her Mother 
came with the R. Martins. Wife went with them to Bells. 

18. Wife helped Hattie and walked home. Robert bot 2 bushels of Timothy 
seed from Dawson-Mary walked to Mrs. Fletchers-Roberts man helped to saw 
wood at the Scotneys. 

19. Another snow storm-blustry, damp and mild. Wife went to Roberts- 

Mary walked to Mrs. Flietchers. 

20. Clare campbell came with Frank, Belle came and Clare went back with her. 
Farm Journal sent a picture of Washington. 

21. Snow-sunshine and cold breezes-Wife, Mary and I went to Mrs.Fletchers 
22. Wife and I went to Church, Mary had headach and did not go. Frank, 
Belle and Willie Fletcher came-cold blasts. 


Lambie Diary- 1896 

March 

23. FRost, have seen no robins yet-Robert helped Scotney to saw wood. 
Brother Robert called-Mary had a headach. 

24. Mary saw the first Robin-Wife walked to Roberts-Mrs. Fletcher 

and the 2 boys came and Mary went back with them. 

Robert, Hattie and her Mother got the Surry and went about 7 miles North 
to Mr. Marins Weddin-balmy breezes-mercury up to 50. 

26. Mercury down to 30 - cold blasts~Belle came-Wife went home with her 
Mary went for her Mother at night-Robert drew manure from Town. 

27. Sunshine all day, Roberts man sowed clover seed on the fields south 
of the house and the one north-Mrs L, Mary and I went to Roberts to 
dinner-saw 4 Robins in Robert orchard. 

28. Robert man went away-to windy to sow clover seed. Belle came and 
Mary went home with her. 

29. Sabbath-Wife and I went to Church-Robins begun to sing-Mary came 
home with us-The black horse got very sick, blood flowed from its mouth 
till we were agraid it would bleed to death and Robert went for a horse 
Dr. at night. 

30. Walked to Roberts before breakfast to see the sick horse-Robert sowed 
clover seed in the morning-tock a load of corn to Newton afternoon. 
Robins singing in the sunshine, first wild flowers in bloom. 

31. Wife went to Belis-Frank and Robert went to Benetts sale-the Benetts 
all gone- Wife, Mary and I went to Mrs Fletchers. . 

April 

1. A morning shower-spread manure-Frank brot Mary home-Roberts man chopec 
down a grove. 

2. Snow showers and bitter blasts-Robert took corn to Newton. 

3. Cold dreary blasts all day-pitched manure out of the hen house. 

&. Sunshine and not so cold-Wife,Mary and I went to Mrs. Fletchers. 

5. A stranger preached-Frank came-Mr Fletcher and family came and Mary 
went home with them. 

6. Town meeting-Wife and I went to Azros for dinner-Mary came home with 
us.Robert took straw to Mr Robinson. 

7. Wife went to bells-cold north wind. 

8. Mrs Fletcher and Harris came drawing wee Robert in the little wagon 
Wife and I went to Uncle Andres and had an intelectual amd Maternal 
feast-Mary took Mrs Fletcher and boys home-Robert and Hattie came after 
getting Mr Hunter to help to get part of her Mother's farm. Will and 
Bell came at night and Mary went home with them. — 

9. Bell came-her and her Mother went to Town-hoed round the berrie bushes- 
Lilie up and green. 

10. Wife, Mary and I went to Mrs Fletchers. 

11. A good spring rain-Old Mr Woodruf the editor was buried.Brother 
Robert called. 

12. Loud Thunder last night-went to Church warm like Summer-about 80 
starting the peach buds. — 

13. We went to Mrs Fletchers-bot garden seeds from Thomson-Wife went 

to Bells-tryed to plow yesterday but failed-Brother Robert came had a 
pleasant ride to Franks. 

1&4. Harvie came with his Engin and sawed Roberts wood.Sowed Thompsons 
peas and radishes. 

15. I wonder if the morning was as beautiful as this 75 years ago. 
Robert and family and Azro and family came in honor of my birthday- 

we had a mental and material feast-balmy breezes blue skies singing 


birds budding trees and bonnie flowers-a royal day of unclouded joy. 


Lambie Diary- 1896 

April 

16. Howed in the garden-sowed radishes and letues. 

17. Roberts man plowed the garden-planted turnips for seed-sowed peas- 
very warm 86 in the shade. 

18. Sowed peas-planted potatoes-Frank came his thermometer 90 in the shade- 
Wife went to Azros for Mary-Kind brother Robert brot papers. 

19. Sabbath-Wife, Mary and I went to Church-FRank came. 

20. Mary took her Mother to the Moter going to Uncle Williams-Robert and 
I planted 4 Balsam firs near the house-planted potatoes. 

21. Robert cleaned Oats for seed.Mr Blacks son got hurt at the box factory- 
Brother Robert and I had a pleasant drive. 

22. Planted potatoes -cool morning-Franks man plowed for Robert and Robert 
rolled with our horse and the colt. Claire came and Mrs Wm. Campbell.” 
23. Cool-Wife took Mary to Azros with Eagle-set 2 hens-last night Franks! 
man plowed for Robert. 

24. A good shower in the night and a misty morning-Wife went to Bells 
Robert drew out manure and plowed forenoon for me. 

25. Bell got trees to plant-Wife, Mary aad I went to Church -a big 
Minister from the East preached. Mary came home with us. 

27. A wet morning, peach trees in bloom. Robert took the girls to school 
in the rain. 

28. Set outgreen trees-Robert and his man took down the fence west of 

the barn and plowed down the stocks forenoon. 

29. Robert and his man sowed Oats on the 9 acre field by Harries corner. 
Brother Robert and daughter called. Mary walked Azros-Asparagus and pie 
plant for dinner. 

30. Balmy breezes at 5 in the morning. eran adn Robert and his family 
went to Azros to celebrate Willie Fletchers birthday.Robert cleaned and 
sold Oats. 

May ~ 

1. Beautiful morning-Mrs went to Bells-Robert plowed-I never saw the 
fruit trees bloom more beautiful. 

2. Wife, Mary and I went to Mrs Fletchers-Earth like Eden. 

3. Sabbath-A minister from Ann Arbor preached a grand sermon from the 
text-The pure in heart shall see God. 

4. Wife and I drove to Mr Smiths and met Sister Agnes. A grand day 
blooming flowers and kind friends-Agnes came home with us and stayed over 
night. 

5. Wife, Sister AGnes and I drove to Bells-Son Roberts and Mrs Fletchers 
and then to Brothers for dinner. 

6. Took back Franks buggie then bot 10 little peach trees 6 grapes and 6 
currents and 2 red goosberries. 

7. Robert and Fox helped me to plant peach trees, potatoes and corn. 

Mrs. Ring helped Mary to clean the south room. 

B. Birds sung-us up at 5-Helped Robert to get potatoes out of the cellar. 
very warm about 90. 

59. Robert got out more potatoes-Brother Robert and wife called~Agnes 
sent a boax of clos~3 went to Mrs. Fletchers. 

10. Watered plants and trees-Roberts man plowing for corn with 3 horses. 
11. Hoed potaotes and peas-thunder showers going round. 

13. Watering and hoeing the peach trees I got from Gear and they look bad. 
14. Thunders showers going round but we got a grand rain at night. 


Lambie Diary - 1896 

May 

15. To wet to plow-Roberts man drawing manure from Town. 

16. Robert planted the south field to corn. Wife and I went to Town and 
Mrs. Fletchers-Mary had a sick headach. , 

17. Wife and I went to Church-the high wind blowed down part of a maple 
tree near the house. 

18. A wet morning-sowed beets, banked up trees the wind bent,Hens 
scratching the garden. 

19. Wet morning-Mary and I went to Mr Fletchers for Mrs L. 

20. Making a park to keep in the hens that are wasting and scratching 

the garden. 

21. Robert sold corn toa Mr. Robertson, planted corn-Shut up hens in the 
house that hurt the garden and vexed more than the work. 

22. Robert took straw to Worden. 

23. Took down the old hen house, we went to Town with Mrs. Fletcher. 
Beautiful day. 

24. Belle and Frank came, went to Church-grand day-Brother Robert and 
family drove past then Azro. 

25. A wet morning-Wife, Mary and I went to Town.Bot fence wire to enclose 
the house. 

26. Robert cultivated and I howed the garden, Mrs Ring helped Mary to 
Clean the house.Mary helped me to put up the wire fence to confine the 
hens-fearful blasts and a number killed by a cyclone at Mt Clemens. 

27. Robert helping Frank-Ring got 6 bushels of corn for his Mother cleanint 
the house- Put Paris green on the potaotes. Cyclone at St. Louis fearful. 
28. A thunder shower in the night-the Paris green may be some washed away. 
The wind blew as it would blow its last. 

29. Robert spreading the Manure, his man plowing for beans-drving blasts 
bending down the trees, Robert brought home Anna before supper. 

30. Decoration Day-calm morning-a great thunder storm afternoon-to wet for 
the Decoration party to come. 

31. Mr Goodrich preached-calm and cool-Frank came. 

June 

1. Cool 42 at dawn-Robert brot 2 bags of flour-Anna, Mary and Bell drove 
to Franks farm and brot beautiful bunches of roses-Young Renton cultivated 
our corn. 

2. Cool morning-A hen set herself and came with about 15 chicks. Mrs. 
Ring helped Mary to clean the house. 

3. Wife and I went to B. Voorhees, his unfortunate wife had broke her arm 
again-Ann and Mary went to Roberts. 

4&. A shower in the night-Went to Azros with Anna and Mary-had a pleasant 
Tide with brother Robert to Franks farm. 

5. Wife and I went to the Church meeting then to Azros for Ann and Mary. 
Robert drilled in beans at the gate field-90 at noon. 

6. Wife went to Bells-Mary and I went to Town with Willie-Roberts man 
planted potatoes. 

7. Sabbath-Sacrament-Wife, Mary and Mrs Fletcher at Church-about 90- 
got home before the rain-Frank came. 

8. Long rain in the night-Wife, Anna, Mary and I went to Azros. 

9. Wife went to Azros-Robert helped to clean off the wall paper-his man 
cultivated corn and potatoes. 

10. Pioneers meeting, Robert mowed the dooryard and helped me to smash 
the rough stans at this gate-Anna and Mary went.to Bells. 

11. Robert mowed the marsh so he could plow it. Thomsans man papered 
the west room. Robert man, Will Renton hoed potatoes- I put Paris green 
on the potatoes. 
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Lambie Diary - 1896 

June 

12. Wife took Ann and Mary to Mrs Fletchers, went for them at night. 

Mrs. Fletcher and boys came home with us. 

13. Robert put Paris green on the potatoes- Wife and I went to A.W.Nicol 
14. Children's day, Wife, Ann, Mary and I went to Church. 

15. A wet morning-hoed potatoes. 

16. Weeds rank on the marsh-Robert could not plow. 

17. Robert mowed the weeds and I raked them off the marsh. Wife took Ann 
and Mary to Mrs Fletchers. 

18. Robert plowed on the marsh and some evil boys stole the irons off 

his plow. Wife went to Bells then Wife, Ann, Mary and I went to Town. 
19. Bells birthday-Mary took Wife and Ann to the Motor going to School 
clscing at Ann ARbor.Robert plowing with 3 horses. Mary went to the 
Motor for Mother and Ann-Mrs Fletcher and 3 boys came, Robert, Hattie and 
family came-had supper on the porch. Robert plowed all the marsh. 

I went home with Belle. 

20. Mr. McConachie sent me the Scottish American-I hope in some way I will 
be able to repay him. Roberts man rolling the marsh land-got his reaper 
in order for the Harvest. 

21. A wet morning-Wife, Ann, Mary and I went to Church-Mr. Goodrich gave 
us a good sermon.Robert and family came. 

22. Longest day-Robert went to reap rye for Theodore. 

23. Wife, Ann, and Mary went to the Normal School. Robert drilled corn 
on the low land. I replanted corn-Peas for dinner. 

24. Cloudy morning-Wife, Ann and Mary went to the Normal-Robert reaped Rye 
near his house. I planted cabbage. 

25. Robert reaping- a heavy thunder shower at night. 

26. Robert reaping the wheat south of our house-good crop-Worked till 
about 7. Wife went to Mrs Fletchers bringing Ann, Mary and Willie. 

27. Robert reaped the Rye west of his house.Planted cabbage and sowed 
turnip seed. 

28. Mr Goodrich preached on governments-cool pleasant dya-Brother Robert 
and family called. 

29. Breezy morning-Robert reaped wheat for Harrie-Blue skies and cool 
breezes. 

30. My Wifes birthday-Wife and I went to Azros for dinner-Wife, Ann, Mary 
and I went to Bells-Robert reaped all Harries wheat, then Ben Roberts 

and part of ours in the field by the brook. 
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MUSEUM GIFT SHOP NEWS 


The Museum Gift Shap is open as usual at regular Museum hours. Now 
is a good time to purchase your calendar for 1992. The calendars 
are very special this year and are available only through the Museum 
Gift Shop and Officers of the Ypsilanti Historical Society. You 

are supporting us when you purchase a calendar as the profit goes 
directly to the Society. The illustrations are superb. They are 
pen and ink drawings of Ypsilanti buildings by Bill Shurtliff of 

Ann Arbor. A nice gift for yourself and a wonderful Christmas gift 
for someone else. 


A new shipment of pottery has arrived from Westerwald of Pennsylvania. 
These pieces are very nice-both useful and ornamental. Some have a 
leaf desighn, others are imprinted with Ypsilanti 1823. 


Christmas items are beginning to appear in the inventory so come in 
soon to see what the shop has to offer. 


REMEMBER THAT YOUR PURCHASES MAKE THE GIFT SHOP POSSIBLE AND HELP TO 
SUPPORT THE MUSEUM. 


Marge Gauntlett 
Manager- Gift Shop 
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Archives Musings: 


80 many interesting things have been happening at the Archives this 
Past couple of months. Our Calendar of course is ane of the best 
money makers we have had in a long time. This profit enables us to 
continue with our work at the Museum. 


Many visitors were here during the Heritage Festival and they were 
suprised and delighted to see our Museum. It is one that we can be 
very proud of. 


By the time your Gleanings arrives our Barrier Free Access will be in 
Place. It is outside my door.(No skateboards allowed) This is some- 
thing that we have needed for a long time. 


Our new sprinkling system is working well-Have you noticed how green 
our grass has been the last couple of weeks? 


A warm welcome to sur new board members, Robert Fink, Gordon Cahours 
and Howard Berg. Special thanks to the board members that are leaving 
the board at this time as they have served us all well. 


A Happy Birthday to Art Howard who had a new year added last Saturday. 
Keep going Art and I won't be able to catch up to you. 


I though I heard some laughter and gaity one morning a couple of weeks 
ago from upstairs. Very carefully I went up the back stairs and Lo 
and Behold I'm sure Marge's dolls in the Children's Room had been 
having a party. They had waited until Marge had cleaned and rearrange. 
their room. They were very happy and we should be too. 


We were very sorry to hear of the passing of John Douglas Renton last 
month. He was a fine person, I had known him about 10 years and can 
remember that he always saw the best in everyone. He will be missed 
by all his friends. 


Special thanks to Virginia Johnson who took down our Kitchen curtains 
washed and ironed them, returned them the next day and rehung them. 
They look lovely, so fresh and clean. 


Now that Fall is here, I know,as I look out my window I see the Trees 
are turning and soon the leaves will be falling. We shall start to 
begin our Holiday season. Be sure to come and visit the Museum 
during the festive season as the House is beautiful. Hopefully we 
will have some Christmas music played on the fine Warren piano. 


Be sure and call me if you have any news you would like me to put 
in your Gleanings. 


REMEMBER THE ANNUAL DINNER:FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, NOVEMBER 10,1991 
Tickets are available at the Museum Office. 


Billie Zolkaosky 
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RENWICK-RORABACHER BIRD COLLECTION 


We have recently received this collection of Mounted Birds and Animals 
from Mr. Carroll E. Caldwell. The case containing the birds is in the 
Ypsilanti Room at the Museum where you are welcome to come to see it. 
Considering the age of the collection, the color of the birds has been 
remarkably preserved. 


Following is the story of the collection: 


RENWICK-RORABACHER BIRD COLLECTION 


MR. SPENCER J. RENWICK WAS BORN IN 1831 NEAR 

NEW HUDSON, MICHIGAN. FROM HIS EARLY YEARS 

HE HAD AN INTENSE INTEREST IN WILDLIFE, AND WHEN 
HE WAS EIGHTEEN TO TWENTY YEARS OLD, HE CAUGHT 

OR SHOT AND HAD MOUNTED, THIS UNUSUAL COLLECTION 
OF BIRDS AND ANIMALS. THE COLLECTION PASSED TO 
THE FAMILY OF ORA,RENWICK, THEN’ TO THE FAMILY OF 
MRS. BRUCE (RENWICK) RORABACHER, WHO ABOUT 1975, 
ENTRUSTED IT TO THE FAMILY OF CARROLL E. CALDWELL 
THEN LIVING NEAR YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN. 


THE GLASS PANEL IN FRONT BECAME CRACKED WHEN A 
FIRE BROKE OUT IN THE ORA RENWICK HOME, AND 
VOLUNTEERS HURRIEDLY CARRIED THE CONTENTS OF THE 
HOME OUTSIDE. A FEW LARGE SPECIMENS OF WATER- 
FOWL WERE RUINED AT THAT TIME. 
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To all the Docents who guided during 
the HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
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Virginia Davis Kathryn Howard Herb Cornish - 
Billie Wardell Elnora Miller Grace Cornish 
Doris Milliman Irene Hadley Joan Carpenter 
Jean Berg Virginia Johnson Eleanor Lee 
Howard Berg Lois Katon Eva Kelley 
Marjorie Pearson Margaret Wheeler Susie Woods 
Doris Olson Virginia Abos Mary Miller 

Ann. Thomas Theresa Davis Mary Bloomquest 
Iva Burris Olive Studt Earl Studt 
Eva-Dean Elwell Sue Binder Mary Lukens 


A special thanks to Bonnie and Carroll Osborn who came 
to our rescue when we were really in a bind. 


Thanks to Eileen Harrison, Kathy Campbell, Maria Satero 
and Martha Krieg who demonstrated their fine crafts. 
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